As we begin our 23rd year of publication, we have several significant changes to report. These changes, involving both content and personnel, are part of our ever-continuing evolution as your journal.
First, we are very pleased to announce that the Journal of Human Lactation has finally entered the 21st century and will now be accepting all manuscript submissions online. This new process will result in a streamlined review system and instant access to manuscript status for authors and reviewers. Authors from all over the world will now be able to submit manuscripts without the expense and stress involved with sometimes unreliable postage and courier services. Reviewers will find everything they need at a touch of a button. Full instructions for authors are available at http://jhl .sagepub.com. We encourage all our authors, reviewers, and readers to visit the journal Website to learn more about our new system as well as to review our "mostread" and "most-cited" articles.
Another big change at JHL is the transfer of the "Reviews" section from our journal to the ILCA Website. This change will provide increased space, enhanced search capacity, and easy access to our always popular reviews. Look for reviews of the latest books, videos, and Websites at www.ilca.org.
In this issue, we also have a special section that includes the abstracts presented at the 2006 meeting of the International Society of Research in Human Milk and Lactation. This society of researchers from all over the world continues to be at the forefront of lactation science, and we are pleased to provide their latest work to our readers. As you will see, the meeting was highly productive, and the presentations covered the spectrum of our broad discipline from basic biology and physiology to the epidemiology of lactation.
Finally, after many years as my assistant and then associate editor, Laurie Rivers has stepped down to complete her dissertation and begin her new career as a perinatal epidemiologist. Laurie's analytical skill, enthusiasm, and keen attention to detail were a vital part of our success as a journal, and she will be greatly missed by all of us in the editorial office. We wish her all the best in her new endeavors. We are fortunate to welcome Dr Donna Chapman, currently Assistant Professor and the Assistant Director of the Center for Eliminating Health Disparities Among Latinos at the University of Connecticut, as our new associate editor.
As our journal continues to grow and evolve, we hope that you will continue to give us your ideas and feedback. We know that change is not always easy, but we are sure that these changes will help us meet the ever-changing needs of our readers. We wish everyone a very prosperous and healthy 2007!
